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Lesson 
4.11 

Happy 4
th

 of July!! Praise God for the freedoms we enjoy in our country. 
But a greater freedom is the freedom with have as followers of Christ. 
Celebrate our freedom from sin. Christ paid the price for all of our sins 
when He died on the cross. As believers, we can live knowing we are 
forgiven and free for all eternity. 
 
At Home Weekly is designed for you as a tool to point your entire family to 
Christ through His Word. God has so much for us as we spend time with Him 
individually and as a family. It is a way to spur one another on to walk with Jesus.  
 

WHAT WE LEARNED LAST WEEK 
PONDER POINT: GOD CALLS US HIS OWN 

Paul in Ephesus 

Acts 19; Ephesians 1 
Paul wrote a letter to the believers in Ephesus. 
 

WHERE WE’RE HEADED THIS WEEK 
PONDER POINT: GOD CALLS US TO LIFE WITH HIM 

Paul in Rome 

Acts 27—28 
Paul survived a shipwreck and then went to Rome. 
 

REVIEW 
When Paul became a believer, he was walking on the road to Damascus, and a 
great light shone on him. He heard the voice of Jesus calling to him. Paul's life 
completely changed once God called Paul to life with Him. Paul's identity was in 
Jesus—everything Paul did was for God. 
Paul began traveling all over to tell people about Jesus.  Paul went to Philippi, 
Athens, Jerusalem, Ephesus, and more. He helped start many churches, and 
then he wrote letters to those churches to encourage them and remind them of 
their identity in Christ. Those letters are in our Bibles, in the New Testament. 
They're the books of Romans, Philippians, Ephesians, Corinthians, and more. 
One day, Paul felt led to go to Rome. Rome was the capital of the whole Roman 
Empire. It's where the emperor lived, the most important person in all of Rome. 
Paul wanted to be able to talk to the emperor about Jesus. God had called Paul 
to life with Him, and Paul was willing to do whatever God asked him to do. He 
knew that God had given him the Holy Spirit to change his life and give him 
boldness! However, Paul didn't travel to Rome in the way you might expect. He 
was a prisoner! He'd been arrested for preaching the good news of Jesus. Paul 
and some other prisoners were sent on a ship to Rome. 
 

DID YOU KNOW?  
Share these facts to get the conversation started. 
• In order to take up his new identity in Christ, Paul would no longer cling to his 
worldly identity as a Pharisee, a man from Tarsus, and a Roman citizen—three 
titles that carried a lot of status in his day. 

• Pharisees were some of the most revered men in Jewish society. The word 
Pharisee means “set apart.” 

• Tarsus was a widely known center of excellence in philosophy and literature. 
Association with Tarsus would have been a badge of honor. 

• Roman citizenship was coveted during Paul’s time. Citizenship allowed one to 
travel without restraint, gave one the right to vote, and exempted one from the 
death penalty (except in cases of treason). 

 

CONNECT AS A FAMILY 
Gather your children and tell them they’re going to hear about a time that Paul 
was on a ship. Read Acts 27:27–43. As you read, encourage your children to 
close their eyes and imagine what the shipwreck might have been like. Remind 
them that the storm lasted for 14 days! Ask them to describe what they might 
have done if they’d been there. 
 
After reading the Scripture passage, discuss these questions together: 
• What happened when the ship struck land? 

• What were some of the things that happened to Paul as he journeyed with 
God? 

• What do you think is the most exciting part about living with God? 
 

BLESSING 
Blessings are often used in the Bible. A blessing can be a prayer of commission, 
a portion of Scripture, or words to encourage and guide. 
 
A blessing to pray over your child: 
(Child’s name), may you live by faith as you walk with God. 
 
 
Worship Outside the Walls 
July 5 at 10am 
Bring your lawn chairs, water, sunscreen, hats, blankets, 
tents, etc. 
Don’t forget your Bible.  
Come to celebrate our freedoms and bring praises to our 
Savior as a church family. See you Sunday!! 


