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“Holy Motivation” 

I Peter 1:17-21 

 

I Peter 1:14-16 As obedient children, do not be conformed to the passions of your former ignorance, but as he 
who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct,  since it is written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.” 

 

I Peter 1:17-21 And if you call on him as Father who judges impartially according to each one's deeds, conduct 
yourselves with fear throughout the time of your exile, knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways 
inherited from your forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold, but with the precious blood of 
Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot.  He was foreknown before the foundation of the world but was 
made manifest in the last times for the sake of you who through him are believers in God, who raised him from 
the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God. 
 

Motivation # 1: The fear of God. 

 

I Peter 1:17 And if you call on him as Father who judges impartially according to each one's deeds, conduct 
yourselves with fear throughout the time of your exile,  
 

 -God is the judge. 

 

Matthew 25:31-46 
“
When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on his 

glorious throne.  Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate people one from another as a 

shepherd separates the sheep from the goats.  And he will place the sheep on his right, but the goats on the 
left.  Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.  For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was 
thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 

 
I was naked and you clothed me, I was 

sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.’  Then the righteous will answer him, saying, ‘Lord, 
when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink?  

 
And when did we see you a stranger 

and welcome you, or naked and clothe you?  And when did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’  And the 
King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers,

 
you did it to me.’ 

“Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and 
his angels.  For I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me no drink, I was a stranger 
and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not visit 
me.’  Then they also will answer, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or 
sick or in prison, and did not minister to you?’  Then he will answer them, saying, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did 
not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’  

 
And these will go away into eternal punishment, 

but the righteous into eternal life.” 

 

II Corinthians 5:10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive what 
is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil. 
 

 -God is the giver of grace. 

 

Philippians 2:12-13 Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my presence but 
much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you, 
both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 
  



 

Motivation #2: The sacrifice of His Son. 

 

I Peter 1:18-19 knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not with 
perishable things such as silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish 
or spot. 
 

Why should I put my faith and hope in Jesus? 

 

 -The plan. 

 

I Peter 1:20-21 He was foreknown before the foundation of the world but was made manifest in the last times for 
the sake of you, who through him are believers in God … 

 

 -The resurrection. 

 

I Peter 1:21  … who raised him from the dead … 

 

 -The glory. 

 

I Peter 1:21  … and gave him glory, … 
 
 -The assurance. 

 

I Peter 1:21  … so that your faith and hope are in God. 
 

The motivation for a life of holiness is found in fearing the One who has given you everything and who has 

sacrificed all for you. 


