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“Connecting People in Community” 

Matthew 9:35-38 

 

Ephesians 1:22-23 (NLT) God has put all things under the authority of Christ and has made him head over all 
things for the benefit of the church.  And the church is his body; it is made full and complete by Christ, who fills 
all things everywhere with himself.  

 

Matthew 9:35-38 And Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and 
proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction. 

 
When he saw the crowds, 

he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.  Then he 
said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the 
harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.” 

 

Reality #1: Jesus sees people. 

 

Matthew 9:36 When he saw the crowds … they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.  
 

 -They were exhausted. 

 

 -They were defeated.  

 

 -They were without guidance.   

 

   Why don’t we see people? 

 

 -Seasons of life  

 

 -Self-centeredness 

 

 -Spiritual activity 

 

Matthew 9:35 And Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming 
the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction.  
 

Reality #2: Jesus feels compassion for people. 

 

Matthew 9:36 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them … 

 

Matthew 14:14 When he went ashore he saw a great crowd, and he had compassion on them and healed their 
sick. 
 

Luke 7:13 And when the Lord saw her, he had compassion on her and said to her, “Do not weep.” 

 

Matthew 15:32 Then Jesus called his disciples to him and said, “I have compassion on the crowd because they 
have been with me now three days and have nothing to eat. And I am unwilling to send them away hungry, lest 
they faint on the way.” 

 

Mark 1:41 (NLT) Moved with compassion,
 
Jesus reached out and touched him. 

  



 

Compassion isn’t just a feeling, it’s a feeling accompanied by an action.   

  

Reality #3: Jesus invites us to join in His activity of connecting people in community.   

 

Matthew 9:37-38 Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore pray 
earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.” 

 

 -The opportunity is great. 

 

-The number of people involved is not. 

 

-Beg God to wake us up.   

 

A key piece of making disciples is connecting people in community.   

 


