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“IMPACT- The Invitation”   
Matthew 4:18-22 

 
Matthew 4:18-22  While walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon (who is called 
Peter) and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen.  And he said to 
them, “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.”  Immediately they left their nets and followed 
him.  And going on from there he saw two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee and John his 
brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, mending their nets, and he called them.  Immediately 
they left the boat and their father and followed him. 
 

Reality #1: Jesus invites me to follow Him. 
 
Matthew 4:18-19 While walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon (who is called Peter) 
and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen.  And he said to them, 
“Follow me…” 
 
Matthew 4:17 From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand.” 
 
Mark 1:14-15 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of 
God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the 
gospel.” 
 

Reality #2: Jesus invites me to be changed by Him. 
 
Matthew 4:18-19 While walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon (who is called Peter) 
and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen.  And he said to them, 
“Follow me, and I will make you …” 
 
Luke 5:4-11 And when he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into the deep and let 
down your nets for a catch.”  And Simon answered, “Master, we toiled all night and took nothing! But 
at your word I will let down the nets.”  And when they had done this, they enclosed a large number of 
fish, and their nets were breaking.  They signaled to their partners in the other boat to come and help 
them. And they came and filled both the boats, so that they began to sink.  But when Simon Peter saw 
it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, “Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord.”  For he and 
all who were with him were astonished at the catch of fish that they had taken,  and so also were 
James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be 
afraid; from now on you will be catching men," And when they had brought their boats to land, they 
left everything and followed him. 
 

Reality #3: Jesus invites me to be on mission with Him. 
 
Matthew 4:18-19 While walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon (who is called Peter) 
and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen.  And he said to them, 
“Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.”  
  



 
What is required of me to follow Jesus? 

 
Matthew 4:20-22 Immediately they left their nets and followed him.  And going on from there he saw 
two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their 
father, mending their nets, and he called them.  Immediately they left the boat and their father and 
followed him. 
 
Luke 14:25-27 Now great crowds accompanied him, and he turned and said to them, “If anyone 
comes to me and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers and 
sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple.  Whoever does not bear his own cross and 
come after me cannot be my disciple. 
 
“If you say, “I’ll obey you, Jesus, if my career thrives, if my health is good, if my family is together,’ 
then the thing that’s on the other side of that if is your real master, your real goal.  But Jesus will not 
be a means to an end; he will not be used. If he calls you to follow him, he must be the goal.” – 
Tim Keller 
 
“It is no longer a question of taking fish from the lake, but of drawing men up out of the abyss of sin 
and death, catching them in the great…net…of God.” – Dietrich Bonhoeffer  
 
Application: 
 
1. From where do I learn? 
 
2. What must I repent from? 
 
3. To whom have I been sent? 


