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“The Defining Mark of a Jesus Follower” 
Matthew 7:21-23 

 
Matthew 7:21-23  “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but 
the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, 
Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty 
works in your name?’  And then will I declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from me, you 
workers of lawlessness.’ 
 

Question #1: What makes me a real follower of Jesus? 
 
 -It’s not defined by how much I know. 
 
Matthew 7:21  “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the 
one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 
 
John 2:23-25  Now when he was in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, many believed in his name when 
they saw the signs that he was doing.  But Jesus on his part did not entrust himself to them, because 
he knew all people  and needed no one to bear witness about man, for he himself knew what was in 
man. 
 
 -It’s not defined by how much I do. 
 
Matthew 7:22  On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and 
cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your name?’  
 
I Samuel 16:7  For the LORD sees not as man sees: man looks on the outward appearance, but the 
LORD looks on the heart. 
 
Acts 8:9-13  But there was a man named Simon, who had previously practiced magic in the city and 
amazed the people of Samaria, saying that he himself was somebody great. They all paid attention to 
him, from the least to the greatest, saying, “This man is the power of God that is called Great.”  And 
they paid attention to him because for a long time he had amazed them with his magic.  But when 
they believed Philip as he preached good news about the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus 
Christ, they were baptized, both men and women.  Even Simon himself believed, and after being 
baptized he continued with Philip. And seeing signs and great miracles performed, he was amazed. 
 
Isaiah 64:6  We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a 
polluted garment. 
 

-It’s defined by a personal love relationship with Jesus. 
 
Matthew 7:23  And then will I declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from me, you workers of 
lawlessness.’ 
  



 
Question #2: What is Jesus teaching me about Himself? 

 
 -Jesus is the Son of God. 
 
Matthew 7:22  On that day many will say to me … 
 
 -Jesus has all authority. 
Matthew 7:23  And then will I declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from me, you workers of 
lawlessness.’ 
 
 -Jesus is the only way to enter the Kingdom of God. 
 
John 14:6  Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me. 
 
Mark 10:17-22  And as he was setting out on his journey, a man ran up and knelt before him and 
asked him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?”  And Jesus said to him, “Why do you 
call me good? No one is good except God alone.  You know the commandments: ‘Do not murder, Do 
not commit adultery, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Do not defraud, Honor your father and 
mother.’”  And he said to him, “Teacher, all these I have kept from my youth.”  And Jesus, looking at 
him, loved him, and said to him, “You lack one thing: go, sell all that you have and give to the poor, 
and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.”  Disheartened by the saying, he went 
away sorrowful, for he had great possessions. 
 
Mark 10:26-27  And they were exceedingly astonished, and said to him, “Then who can be saved?”  
Jesus looked at them and said, “With man it is impossible, but not with God. For all things are possible 
with God.” 
 
Do you have a personal relationship with Jesus? 


