
Words To Live By                                                                     Sunday, December 4, 2016; 9:30 & 11:00am 

 

"I'll Be Home For Christmas!" 

Luke 15:17-20 

 

Luke 15:17-20   But when he came to himself, he said, 'How many of my father's hired servants have bread 
enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger!  I will arise and go to my father, and will say to him, "Father, 
I have sinned against heaven and before you, and I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Make me 

like one of your hired servants." '  And he arose and came to his father. But when he was still a great way off, 
his father saw him and had compassion, and ran and fell on his neck and kissed him. 
 

In order to be truly home for Christmas, there are three truths that I need to apply to my life. 

 

I.  Christmas is a time of remembering. 

 

Ps 100:3   Know that the LORD, He is God; It is He who has made us, and not we ourselves; We are His 
people and the sheep of His pasture.  
 

I Cor 6:19-20   Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom 
you have from God, and you are not your own? For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in 
your body and in your spirit, which are God's. 
 

 A.  God made me because He wanted to. 

 

 B.  God made me because He is love. 

 

I John 4:8   …, for God is love. 
 

 C.  God made me for His pleasure. 

 

Rev 4:11 (NLT)   “You are worthy, O Lord our God, to receive glory and honor and power. For you 
created everything, and it is for Your pleasure that they exist and were created.” 
 

Rom 10:14-15   … And how shall they hear without a preacher? And how shall they preach unless they are 
sent? … 

 

II.  Christmas is a time of reconnecting. 

 

 A.  No earthly home is perfect. 

 

 B.  No earthly home is permanent. 

 

III.  Christmas is a time of returning. 

 

Returning to God is beautifully illustrated in the story of the prodigal son. 

 

 A.  His description. 

 

  1.  He wanted his independence. 

 

Luke 15:12   And the younger of them said to his father, 'Father, give me the portion of goods that falls to 
me.' So he divided to them his livelihood. 



 

  2.  He wasted his inheritance. 

 

Luke 15:13   And not many days after, the younger son gathered all together, journeyed to a far country, 
and there wasted his possessions with prodigal living. 
 

Heb 11:25   … pleasures of sin, 
 

John 3:16   For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, … . 
 

  3.  He worked iniquity. 

 

Luke 15:13-16   And not many days after, the younger son gathered all together, journeyed to a far country, 
and there wasted his possessions with prodigal living. But when he had spent all, there arose a severe famine 
in that land, and he began to be in want. Then he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country, and 

he sent him into his fields to feed swine. And he would gladly have filled his stomach with the pods that the 
swine ate, and no one gave him anything. 
 

This young man went places, but in the process he went to pieces. 

 

Luke 15:13   …, and there wasted his possessions with prodigal living. 
 

Luke 15:14-16   But when he had spent all, there arose a severe famine in that land, and he began to be in 
want. Then he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country, and he sent him into his fields to feed 

swine. And he would gladly have filled his stomach with the pods that the swine ate, and no one gave him 
anything. 
 

 B.  His determination. 

 

  1.  He came to himself. 

 

Luke 15:17   But when he came to himself, he said, 'How many of my father's hired servants have bread 
enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger! 
 

Eccl 9:3   … Truly the hearts of the sons of men are full of evil; madness is in their hearts while they live, …. 
 

Luke 15:18-19   I will arise and go to my father, and will say to him, "Father, I have sinned against heaven 
and before you, and I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Make me like one of your hired servants." 
' 

 

  2.  He came to his father. 

 

Luke 15:20   And he arose and came to his father. But when he was still a great way off, his father saw him 
and had compassion, and ran and fell on his neck and kissed him. 
 

Rom 5:8   But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for 
us. 
 

With God's help, I can truly be home for Christmas. 


