
Sermon Notes:                                                           November 13, 2016 
 

“Pure Religion” 
      
James 1:27 Religion that is pure and undefiled before God the Father is this: to visit orphans and 
widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself unstained from the world. 
 

I. What is pure religion? 
 
 -Compassionate 
 
James 1:27 Religion that is pure and undefiled before God the Father is this: to visit orphans and 
widows in their affliction 
 
 -Committed 
 
James 1:27  … and to keep oneself unstained from the world. 
 

II. Why is pure religion so important? 
 
 -It is the lifeline of the church. 
 
Isaiah 1:16-17 Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean; remove the evil of your deeds from 
before my eyes; cease to do evil, learn to do good; seek justice, correct oppression; bring justice to 
the fatherless, plead the widow's cause. 
 
 -It is a reflection of who Jesus is. 
 
Matthew 25:31-40 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then 
he will sit on his glorious throne.  Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will 
separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats.  And he 
will place the sheep on his right, but the goats on the left.  Then the King will say to those on his 
right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world.  For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me 
drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and 
you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.’ Then the righteous will answer him, saying, 
‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink?  And when did 
we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you? And when did we see you sick 
or in prison and visit you?’  And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to 
one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.’ 
 
 -It is part of the Great Commission.   
 
Matthew 28:18-20 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has 
been given to me.  Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 
 
   Who are the most vulnerable people in our world today? 
  



 
III. Where can I go to rediscover a passion for pure religion? 

 
 -The cross 
 
Hebrews 12:1-2 Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also 
lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race 
that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that 
was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the 
throne of God. 
 
Is your life displaying pure religion? 


