
Words To Live By                                                    Sunday, October 16, 2016; 9:30 & 11:00am 
 

“When Trouble Comes!” 
I Peter 2:20-21 

 
I Peter 2:20-21  For what credit is it if, when you are beaten for your faults, you take it 
patiently? But when you do good and suffer, if you take it patiently, this is commendable before 
God. For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that 
you should follow His steps: 
 
There are three myths about the Christian life that need to be corrected. 
 
1.  If I am a Christian, then all my problems will be solved. 
 
2.  If I am having problems, I must be unspiritual. 
 
3.  There is some experience in Christianity that will give me a problem free life. 
 
There are three truths that I need to remember when trouble comes. 
 

I.  I have some good company. 
 
Dr. Francis Rose wrote: 
 
Ten thousand saints come thronging home 
  Form lion’s den and catacomb. 
The fire and sword and beasts defiled; 
  For Christ, their King, they gladly died. 
 
With eye of faith we see today 
  That cross-led column wind its way 
up life’s repeated Calvary. 
We rise, O Christ, to follow Thee! 
 

II. I have a great confidence. 
 
In order to move from self confidence to Christ confidence: 
 
 A.  There is conversion. 
 
Mark 1:17  ..., “Follow Me, and I will make you become fishers of men.” 
 
Mark 1:18  They immediately left their nets and followed Him. 
 
Phil 1:6  ... He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ; 
 
 B.  There is humility. 
 
Luke 5:8  ..., “Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, ...!” 
 
Mark 8:32  ... Peter ... began to rebuke Him. 
 
Mark 8:33  ..., “Get behind Me, Satan! ....” 
 



I Peter 5:5-6  ... “God resists the proud, But gives grace to the humble.” Therefore humble 
yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time, 
 
 C.  There is the confidence of Jesus. 
 
Phil 4:13  I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. 
 
 D.  There is enlightenment. 
 
  1.  I must learn that failure is not final. 
 
Luke 22:62  So Peter went out and wept bitterly. 
 
  2.  I must learn that forgiveness is fantastic. 
 
John 21:15-17  So when they had eaten breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of 
Jonah, do you love Me more than these?”  He said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.”  
He said to him, “Feed My lambs.”  He said to him again a second time, “Simon, son of Jonah, do 
you love Me?”  He said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.”  He said to him, “Tend My 
sheep.”  He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me?” Peter was grieved 
because He said to him the third time, “Do you love Me?”  And he said to Him, “Lord, You know 
all things; You know that I love You.”  Jesus said to him, “Feed My sheep. 
 

III.  I have a gracious companion. 
 
John 21:18-19  Most assuredly, I say to you, when you were younger, you girded yourself and 
walked where you wished; but when you are old, you will stretch out your hands, and another 
will gird you and carry you where you do not wish.” This He spoke, signifying by what death he 
would glorify God. ... 
 
The Lord is a tremendous help when trouble comes. 
 
Ps 46:1 (NIV)  God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble 


