
Words To Live By                                               Sunday, December 20, 2015; 9:30 & 11:00am 
  

“The Hope Of Christmas!” 
Luke 2:22-32 

 
Luke 2:22-32  Now when the days of her purification according to the law of Moses were 
completed, they brought Him to Jerusalem to present Him to the Lord  (as it is written in the law 
of the Lord, “Every male who opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”),  and to offer a 
sacrifice according to what is said in the law of the Lord, “A pair of turtledoves or two young 
pigeons. "And behold, there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon, and this man was 
just and devout, waiting for the Consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him.  And it 
had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the 
Lord’s Christ.  So he came by the Spirit into the temple. And when the parents brought in the 
Child Jesus, to do for Him according to the custom of the law, he took Him up in his arms and 
blessed God and said:  “Lord, now You are letting Your servant depart in peace, According to 
Your word;  For my eyes have seen Your salvation  Which You have prepared before the face of 
all peoples,  A light to bring revelation to the Gentiles, And the glory of Your people Israel.” 
 
The word 'hope' means confident expectations. 
 
Rom 15:13   … abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.  
 
Col 1:27   … Christ in you, the hope of glory. 
 
Heb 6:19   This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast, …, 
 
I Peter 1:3   Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His 
abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead, 
 
Titus 2:13    looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior 
Jesus Christ, 
 
In order to have the hope of Christmas, there are three character qualities that I need. 
  

I.  I must be consecrated in my walk. 
 
Luke 2:25  And behold, there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon, and this man 
was just and devout, waiting for the Consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him.  
 
Notice how the Bible describes Simeon: 
  
 A.  He was a saved man. 
 
Luke 2:25  ... this man was just ....  
 
Heb 12:2  looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, .... 
 
Matt 1:21  ... you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.” 
 
Acts 4:12  Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given 
among men by which we must be saved.” 
 
Acts 16:31  So they said, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, ....” 
 
Eph 2:8  For by grace you have been saved through faith, ...,  
  



 
 B.  He was a sensitive man.  
 
Luke 2:25  And behold, there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon, ....  
 
The word Simeon means “hearer”. 
 
Matt 11:15  He who has ears to hear, let him hear! 
 
James 1:19    ..., let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath;  
 
Rev 2:7  “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. ....”’ 
  
 C.  He was a surrendered man. 
 
Luke 2:25  ... this man was just and devout, ....  
 
The word “devout” means to be careful and cautious to please God. 
  
 D.  He was a Spirit-filled man. 
 
Luke 2:25  ... the Holy Spirit was upon him.  
 

II. I must be celebrative in my worship. 
 
Simeon was excited about worshipping Jesus because: 
  
 A.  He dispenses deliverance. 
 
Luke 2:30  For my eyes have seen Your salvation 
 
 B.  He dispels darkness. 
 
Luke 2:32  A light to bring revelation to the Gentiles, And the glory of Your people Israel.” 
 
I John 1:7   But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, 
and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin. 
 
 C.  He defeats discouragement. 
 
Luke 2:25  ..., waiting for the Consolation of Israel, ....  
 
II Cor 1:3-4  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and 
God of all comfort, 4who comforts us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort those 
who are in any trouble, with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God.  
  
 D.  He determines destiny. 
 
Luke 2:34  Then Simeon blessed them, and said to Mary His mother, “Behold, this Child is 
destined for the fall and rising of many in Israel, ... 
 
Matt. 12:30  He who is not with Me is against Me, and he who does not gather with Me scatters 
abroad. 
 

  



III. I must be communicative in my witness. 
 
Luke 2:28-32  he took Him up in his arms and blessed God and said: 29“Lord, now You are letting 
Your servant depart in peace, According to Your word; 30For my eyes have seen Your salvation 
31Which You have prepared before the face of all peoples, 32A light to bring revelation to the 
Gentiles, And the glory of Your people Israel.” 
 
 A.  I witness with my life. 
 
  1.  I must spend time with Jesus. 
 
  2.  I must count my blessings. 
 
  3.  I must pray for the Lord's blessing. 
 
 B.  I witness with my lips. 
 
 C.  I witness with my love. 
 
John 13:35   By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another."  
 
I Cor 13:13   And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love. 
 
Like Simeon, I should realize that there is much hope in Christmas. 


